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2021 Chinchilla Melon Festival cancelled due to COVID-19 risk 

The Chinchilla Melon Festival Committee last night voted to cancel the 2021 running of the Chinchilla 

Melon Festival, first held in 1994. 

The event was originally scheduled for February 2021 with over 20,000 visitors expected.  

With the current public health concerns, which include the prohibition of mass gatherings, combined 

with travel restrictions and venue capacity challenges, complying with COVID-19 restrictions at a large-

scale public event was considered unworkable by committee members. 

Founding committee member, Darryl O'Leary said: “Today is a sad day, not only for Chinchilla, but for 

wider Queensland and Australia’s Melon Industry. While our fingers were crossed the festival could 

run as planned in the hope that conditions would ease, public health and wellbeing must take a higher 

priority. Unfortunately, we have had to make the difficult decision to suspend the Chinchilla Melon 

Festival 2021.” 

In making the final decision Chinchilla Melon Festival President, Doug McNally said: “Melon Festival 

committee members faced a difficult decision last night, one that had the health and safety of our 

community, visitors, volunteers, and local businesses front of mind.  

“It is hard to believe that we have had to make this decision, and it most certainly has not been an 

easy decision to make. Still, the impacts of introducing COVID-19 to our community far outweigh the 

impacts cancelling the festival would have on our community.”  

“It is important that we continue to recognise melon farmers and local businesses in the region, 

despite not being able to hold the event,” explained Mr. O'Leary.  

The festival is a great promotion for growers and a tremendous promotion for Chinchilla with events 

held during the festival to raise much-needed funds. Profits from each Melon Festival go back to the 

community as well as into the fund for the next event. 

The Chinchilla Melon Festival, is one of the best festival experiences on offer. It is the world’s biggest 

melon festival, and it will be back to celebrate its 15th biannual event in 2022.   

“We appreciate all the support shown to us to date, and we encourage everyone to support the 

Chinchilla region and Melon Industry in any way, as we look forward to a bigger and better festival in 

2022,” said Mr. O'Leary.   

To keep up to date with plans for the 2022 Chinchilla Melon Festival, visit www.melonfest.com.au. 

 

---END--- 

 

 

about:blank


 

 

Media Contact: 

Kate Munsie 

munsiekate@gmail.com 

0421 935 843 

 

Photo Captions: 

1. Founding committee member, Darryl O'Leary  

2. Chinchilla Melon Festival Street Parade 2019 

3. Chinchilla Melon Festival Watermelon Skiing 
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